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Abstract

Spatial safety is considered one of the vital elements in the design of university spaces, especially in outdoor
areas that witness constant movement of students and staff. This research sheds light on the challenges faced
by certain spaces within the Institute of Applied Arts, particularly in terms of poor lighting and narrow
pathways. These conditions lead to a decrease in natural surveillance, reinforce the feeling of entrapment,
and increase the likelihood of unsafe behaviors.

The research aims to evaluate the impact of outdoor lighting on both perceived and actual safety. This is
based on a theoretical framework that links the concepts of "prospect,” "refuge," and "entrapment,”" within
the scope of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED). This theory suggests that the
design of the physical environment, including urban planning, building design, lighting distribution, and
natural surveillance, can influence individual behavior and reduce the likelihood of crime.

The study relied on field observations and a questionnaire administered to a purposive sample of (50) female
students from the evening-study students at the College of Applied Arts. The results showed that 60% of
respondents described the lighting as weak, and 40% described it as nonexistent. Meanwhile, 90% believed
that improving lighting would contribute to reducing crime.

The study also indicated that Parking Lot No. 2, the library, and the cafeteria represent high-entrapment
points due to poor lighting and the abundance of hiding spots. The responses confirmed that clear lighting
directly affects the sense of safety and contributes to improved visibility and movement flow.

These results point to a clear gap in the design of outdoor lighting within similar university environments.
The research recommends adopting design solutions that rely on strategic lighting distribution using smart
LED units and motion sensors, as well as replanning and improving the efficiency of pathways. These
measures aim to enhance visibility, reduce opportunities for concealment and entrapment, and ultimately
create a safer and more sustainable university environment.
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